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The County’s 2023 
Housing Element is 

underway. Learn 
more about the 

process of creating 
new housing        

including upcoming 
opportunities to 

participate at   
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Retire June 23 

• Fatemi Named County 
Poet Laureate 
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Historic Winter Leaves Behind Devastation  
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Farnaz Fatemi 
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We’re always updating our award-

winning My Santa Cruz County app to 

give you access to anytime, anywhere 

services. Download My Santa Cruz 

County for iTunes and Google Play. 

MY SANTA CRUZ  
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Animal Services 
Director Named 

Looking for employment?  

www.santacruzcountyjobs.com 

AMBER ROWLAND 
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A Winter’s Fury and the Long Road Back  
Left: A series of atmospheric rivers led to severe       
flooding in parts of the Watsonville area.  

Below: Storm surge slams into homes at Pot Belly Beach.  

Right: Under unrelenting storms, the Holiday Slide 
closed Highway 9 for nearly three months.    

Above: Where streets once were, swift water rescue teams     
patrolled Felton Grove.  

Right: Capitola Pier was damaged. Seacliff Pier was destroyed.  



 

Above: The Sheriff’s Office checked on flooded are-
as, helping residents evacuate.  

FEMA Director Deanne Criswell, left, speaks with Office of  
Response, Recovery & Resilience Director Dave Reid 

In January, federal officials, including FEMA, met with 
the County to discuss storm damage and recovery. 

 



Quick Guide 
Citizens rely on county gov-
ernment for many needed 
services. Use this handy 
guide to find who to call, or 
come find us on the web at: 
www.santacruzcounty.us. 

 

Main Number 
(831) 454-2000 
 
Board of Supervisors 
(831) 454-2200 
 
Agricultural Commissioner 
(831) 763-8080 
 
Animal Services 
(831) 454-7303 
 
Assessor’s Office 
(831) 454-2002 
 
Benefits 
(888) 421-8080 
 
County Clerk/Elections 
(831) 454-2060 
 
Economic Development 
(831) 454-2728  
 
Environmental Health 
(831) 454-2022 
 
Health Services Agency 
(831) 454-4800 
 
Parks and Recreation 
(831) 454-7900 
 
Planning Department 
(831) 454-2580 

 

Public Works 
(831) 454-2160 
 
Recycling Information 
(831) 454-2333 
 
Sheriff/Coroner 
(831) 471-1121 
(call 911 if emergency) 
 
Superior Court 
(831) 763-8060 

 

Tax Collections 
(831) 454-2510 

Meet Your Supervisor 

Manu Koenig 
District 1 includes Live 

Oak, Summit Road 
Soquel and parts of 

Capitola and Santa Cruz. 

Zach Friend 
District 2 includes 

Aptos, Corralitos, part 
of Capitola and the 

South County coast. 

Justin  
District 3 includes 

much of Santa Cruz 
and the North Coast. 

 

District 4 includes most 
of Watsonville and the 

Pajaro Valley. 

Bruce  
District 5 includes the 
San Lorenzo Valley, 

Scotts Valley and parts 
of Santa Cruz. 

Click on each supervisor to learn more about them and their responsibilities, including how to reach them during constituent office hours.  

County health officer to retire 
Newel led county through 
COVID-19 public health crisis  

Santa Cruz County Health Officer Dr. 
Gail Newel has announced her retire-
ment after four years of exceptional 
service to the residents of Santa Cruz 
County. Newel’s final day will be June 
23, 2023.   

Appointed County Health Officer in July 
2019, Dr. Newel served as a remarkable 
leader during the largest public health 
crisis in Santa Cruz County history. Dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, Newel’s 
ability to communicate complex health 
information in a clear and relatable 
manner made her a trusted voice in 
the community, and she was a driving 
force for one of the most successful 
local public health responses of any 
health jurisdiction in California, and 
among the best in the nation.   

“It has been a great privilege to serve 
my community during these challeng-
ing past few years. Many public health 
heroes supported me in my work, and I 
am indebted to each of them – thank 
you!  In addition, I recognize the hard 
work and sacrifice of our community 
members, all of whom came together 
to protect the health of their family, 
friends, and neighbors,” Newel said. 
“Together we saved many lives and 
protected the health of our most vul-
nerable. I look forward to retiring here 
among you. See you at the beach!”  

 Santa Cruz County has among the 
highest COVID-19 vaccination rates 

(77.3 percent) in California, as well as 
one of the lowest death rates (100.7 per 
100,000 cases, compared to 251.7 
statewide). Among her honors, Dr. 
Newel was awarded the 2021 PEN/
Berenson Courage Award (along with 
former Health Services Director Mimi 
Hall) for leadership during the pan-
demic.    

Newel’s last public event as Santa Cruz 
County Health Officer will be a virtual 
presentation of the “State of the Coun-
ty’s Health,” held on June 15, 2023, from 
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. Newel will provide an 
update of the County’s current health 
status followed by a moderated Q&A. 
To register , please visit: https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_O7DIHs3XTcauPRSxwSZWag#/
registration.  

Equity has been at the center of Dr. 
Newel’s efforts throughout her four 
years as Santa Cruz County Health Of-
ficer, including reducing public health 
disparities. During her tenure, Newel 
spearheaded numerous initiatives 
aimed at promoting community 
health, preventing the spread of dis-
eases, and improving access to 
healthcare services. She played a piv-
otal role in developing comprehensive 
strategies to combat major public 
health concerns such as the opioid 
crisis and infectious diseases, and en-
gaged with experts, researchers, and 
stakeholders to gather insights and 
develop effective policies and inter-
ventions.  
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