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EXHIBIT UNEARTHS BIEN
CRISIS OF SENIORLISAQON

Loneliness and social isolation affect 1 in 3
seniors in Santa Cruz County. Many seniors
contact just one person a week; some say
they see a visitor less than once a month.
The consequences are stark — people 60
years and older who reported feeling lonely
saw an increase in risk of early death.

Opening April 5th, “We’re Still Here: Stories
of Seniors and Social Isolation” sheds light
on this local crisis and gives visitors the
tools to help. It also shares solutions to lone-
liness from different cultures and families
around the world. It's not your typical exhibi-
tion; over 180 seniors, advocates, and or-
ganizations created this show themselves in
partnership with the MAH.

“When we learned about this growing issue
affecting senior health and well being, we
felt the MAH was in a unique position to
a%drr(?sg ﬁd soaid Stacey Marie Garcia, Direc-

tor of Community Engagement at the MAH.
“We’re all about creating connections and
hope to ignite stronger links between seniors
and the larger Santa Cruz County communi-
ty through this exhibition.”

To tell this story, MAH worked with the San-
ta Cruz County Human Services Department
and gave seniors the power to design this
exhibition themselves, reinvigorating the
Creative Community Committee (C3), an
action-oriented gathering of 186 seniors,
advocates, and organizations that live this
issue every day. Over the course of seven
months, the group brainstormed big ideas,
worked with local artists to creatively articu-
late the issues, and talked about ways the
public can help. The same model was used
for 2017 exhibition “Lost Childhoods: Voices
of Santa Cruz County Foster Youth.”

“We’re Still Here” runs through Sept. 22, 2019.
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/County-of-Santa-Cruz/723292007816851
https://twitter.com/sccounty/




