
 

 

County Of Santa Cruz 
 

COMMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 400, SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060-4073 

(831) 454-2580   FAX: (831) 454-2131   TDD/TTY CALL - 711 

February 8, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Bruce McPherson, Chair 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors 
701 Ocean Street, Fifth Floor 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060   
 
Subject:  Cannabis Cultivation Choices Committee 

 

Dear Chair McPherson and Members of the Board: 

 

The Commission on the Environment (COE) received a presentation from the Cannabis Cultivation 
Choices Committee (C4) consultant, Eric Olsen, at its February 3, 2016 meeting. The Commission 
was able to discuss at length the opportunities and challenges involved in revising the County’s 
existing ordinances covering cannabis cultivation. The Commission also had the opportunity to review 
the letter written to the C4 Committee by the County Fish and Game Advisory Commission, which is 
attached for your reference.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to strongly endorse the environmental protection recommendations made 
by the Fish and Game Commission to the C4 Committee and to add additional recommendations of 
our own as follows: 
 

(1) In keeping with the Fish and Game Commission’s recommendation to prohibit light and noise 
pollution from all commercial cultivation operations, the COE recommends that standards to 
mitigate odor pollution also be adopted. 
 

(2) The COE recommends that energy audits be required from all licensed cultivation operations. 
 

(3) The Commission recommends that the County consider licensing incentives that will 
encourage commercial cultivators to install energy efficiency measures beyond Title 24 
requirements and to use renewable energy resources in all operations. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this issue that impacts the County’s environmental resources, 
public safety and quality of life. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Greg Pepping, Chair 

Santa Cruz County Commission on the Environment 

 

Attachment: October 27, 2015 County Fish & Game Advisory Commission Letter to BOS 

Cc: Cannabis Cultivation Choices Committee (w/o att.) 








