2020 Wildfire Wood Management
Santa Cruz County

December 14, 2021

Wildfire Wood Management Program

During and after the wildfires of 2020, PG&E and contract
vegetation management crews worked to quickly and safely
restore power to customers. This included inspecting and
cutting down trees that posed a potential safety risk to work
crews or electric equipment.
After completing this work, crews chipped wood that was less
than four inches in diameter and spread the chips on-site where
possible. Because wood is considered property that legally
belongs to the landowner, any wood larger than four inches in
diameter was left on site.
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What Landowners Can Expect
Pacific Gas & Electric Company is:
Returning to private property where PG&E cut down trees
for safety following the 2020 wildfires to remove largediameter wood debris with landowner permission.
Committed to completing the work in fire footprints as
soon as possible. Please note, the timeline for this work is
dependent on weather conditions, safety or additional
permitting requirements.
Working with the county to gather permits necessary for
wood removal in the coastal zone and other sensitive
habitats. Landowners are not expected to acquire permits
for their properties individually.

3

Santa Cruz County Outreach and Progress
We are reaching out directly to landowners to inform them of this work and request permission to
remove wood debris. With landowner permission, we will begin the wood removal program in
your area in the coming weeks.
LANDOWNER OUTREACH

PARCELS

Door hangers have been left at private
properties where possible

Parcels
Inventoried**

1,203 of 1,203

Calls have been placed to available
landowner phone numbers

Opt-In
Parcels

142

Letters and permission forms have been
sent to approximately 1,200
landowners since October 2021*
Two news releases have been issued to
date to local media outlets

*Data as of 12/13/2021
**Preliminary assessment of potential wildfire wood debris remaining on a property

The opt-in deadline for wood
removal is Monday, January 31, 2022

*Across the CZU Lightning Complex Fire footprint.
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Landowner Permission Forms
LANDOWNER PERMISSION FORM
FOR 2020 WILDFIRE TREE HAULING

A landowner permission form is required for any
wood debris to be removed from your property and
must be submitted by January 31, 2022.
Landowners can email completed forms to:
WildfireWoodManagement@pge.com

Permission forms can also be completed online at:
https://www.santacruzcounty.us/FireRecovery/
DebrisRemoval/PGEWoodHaulProgram.aspx
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Additional Resources
Additional questions or concerns can be directed to:
Wildfiresafety@pge.com

Or call

1-877-295-4949

Landowners who believe PG&E caused damages for
which they should be compensated may submit a
claim through PG&E’s claims process:
pge.com/claims

PG&E will be holding a second virtual Wood Debris Removal Town Hall presentation on Tuesday, January 12 at 6 p.m.
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Questions?

